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Partnerships and Special Projects 

 Partnered with Grant and Lafayette Counties to begin the two-year 

Southwest Wisconsin Groundwater and Geology study. Three 

hundred well samples were collected in early November. 

 Partnered with Michael Fields Agriculture Institute and UW-

Extension to complete Nine-Key-Element Watershed Plans for 

two watersheds 

 Continued to participate in the Southwest Grasslands Network, 

Lowery Creek Partnership, and Iowa County Uplands Farmer-led 

Watershed group 

Soil and Water Projects 

 Projects completed totaling $34,358 of cost-

share: 1 streambank stabilization, 1 grassed 

waterway, 2 stream crossings, 1 spring  

development, 3 well decommissions 

 

 Projects designed for next spring totaling 

$27,434 of cost-share: 1 stream crossing, 2 

spring developments, 1 grassed waterway, 1 

roof gutter system, 1 well decommission 

General 

 Hired and trained three new staff members 

 Succeeded with two grant proposals for a rainfall simulator- 

$8,000 from Compeer Financial and $3,000 from Alliant Energy 

Foundation 

 Began review of current manure storage ordinance with Planning 

& Development 

Nutrient Management Planning 

 29 plans cost-shared totaling 2,780 acres and 

$38,630 

 Assisted UWEX and UW with training 16 

farmers to write their own plans 

 Assisted UW with publication on calculating 

cost savings of NMPs 



County-owned Dams 

 All 11 dams had annual inspections and were 

mowed by Highway Department 

 Dams were checked multiple times after heavy rains 

and cleared of debris. Luckily we had no major 

problems, but some minor repairs are needed and 

beavers are causing debris issues on three dams 

Conservation Reserve Program 

 37 agreements completed covering 1,072 acres and totaling 

$343,085 in payments 

 One perpetual easement in progress; four perpetual easements 

monitored 

Farmland Preservation Program 

 745 farms have Certificates of Compliance, covering 152,187 

acres (about 43% of the County’s farmland) which equates to 

over $1.1 million in tax credits to County farmers 

 Completed 185 compliance site visits 

Outreach and Communications 

 Co-organized with UW-Extension the Iowa 

County Youth Conservation Field Day for 

254 sixth graders 

 Assisted the Iowa County Uplands Farmer-

led Watershed Group with two field days 

and one farmer-fisherman dinner, with 

about 75 people each 

 Presented conservation awards and set up 

display at Farmers Appreciation Day 

 Created new brochure and 3-panel display 

 Newsletter is in process and will be sent to 

over 2,000 farmers and landowners in the 

County 

 Led a hike at a Mineral Point school field 

day 


